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Our Beliefs MAR 28 1848 


LL LIFE proceeds from beliefs of some kind. We 
A may not always be conscious of what they are, but 
they are there as the substratum of all our living. 
The question is not, Shall we have beliefs? but, What 
beliefs have we? Behind a man’s actions there is always 
to be found a certain general attitude toward life, certain 
basic convictions. For instance, if he does not believe 
that God is good, then he believes that he is bad, or in- 
different, or in God’s place he sets a blind Fate. And 
whatever a man believes about God affects his whole 
outlook on life. Similarly, in regard to his fellow men, 
he has to believe something, for life forces him into 
human relationships. What he believes will determine 
the nature of his existence as a social being. The prob- 
iem of beliefs cannot be evaded, for it is the problem 
of existence. 
James D. Smart in What a Man Can Believe. Published 


by Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
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On Chinese ‘‘Super-Christians’’ 
Sirs: 
Dr. Grafton rightfully warns us (THE 


PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, March 12) of 
our American to go to extremes 
and of the dangers of making Chinese 
“super-Christians.” Certainly the Chris- 
tian movement cannot and should not be 
hitched to the of one man 
woman, no matter how promising or how 
prominent. But to that Dr. Sun 
had neither Christian influence nor lasting 
impression for mark. 
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nominations in the building of a world 
community? 
T. C. VINSON 
Bowie, Texas. 


Neighbor to Neighbor 


Sirs: . 


The church is fortnate indeed to have 
a paper as THE PRESBYTERIAN 
It seems to me excellent in 
I pass my copy each week 
first family expects to subscribe in 

MRS. EDGAR F. SHANNON 
Lexington, Va. 
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religious education at Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Richmond, 
What Should It Mean to Us?” 





Taft, Texas. we 2 
On furlough from China. In all fairness should we not impose on 
these last statistics the two methods sug- 
gested above? Are they as bad as they 
Jesus’ Method sound? And if so are we willing to 
Sirs: employ the method that Jesus used in 
A report from a small army outpost re- dealing with those who had departed from 
cently revealed some startling statistics, the faith? If we of the Southern Church 
“one per cent of the soldiers married 50 are so much more orthodox than our 
per cent of the WACS.” It sounded like brethren of the U. S. A. church why 
a scandal which called for immediate in- not extend our present evangelistic 
vestigation. And the investigation re- crusade to beseech them to “Be not faith- 
vealed that two WAGQOS had been assigned less but believing.’’ Shall we silence all 
to duty among 100 soldiers. The post discussion of fellowship with them 
chaplain had performed one wedding cere- _ 
mony. The statistics still stand, but the *South of God or North?—to quote 
“scandal” was dissipated. “Papa Was A Preacher.” 
T. Garnett Tabb Thos. W. Brockenbrough Stuart Ragland 
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PRESBYTERIAN BROADCASTS 
Sunday Mornings—8:30 A. M. (EWT). 


jaster Sunday, April 1 
V. Taliaferro Thompson, professor of 


“Immortality: 





Sunday, April 8 
Wallace M. 
Hills Church, 


Alston, pastor of Druid 
Atlanta, “What God Can 
Do With Life’s Brokenness.’ 

Stations carrying these _ broadcasts 
are: WINX, Washington; WRVA, Rich- 
mond; WDBJ, Roanoke; WPTF, Ra- 
leigh; WSJS, Winston-Salem; WBIG, 
Greensboro; WWNC, Asheville; WSOC, 
Charlotte; WIS, Columbia; WSPA, 
Spartanburg; WTMS, Charleston, S. C., 
and WJAX, Jacksonville. 





Network programs presented by co- 
operating denominations and of particu- 
lar interest to Christian people include 
the following, (Eastern War Time): 


Sundays 
NBC, 10:00 a. m., National Radio Pulpit, 
Ralph W. Sockman. 


MUTUAL, 10:00 a. m., Radio Bible Class; 
10:30 a. m., Radio Chapel. 

CBS, 10:00 a, m., Church of the Air. 

BLUE, 2:30 p. m., National Vespers, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


Through the Week 
BLUE, 8:15 a. m., Monday-Friday, Your 
Life Today. Drs. Sizoo, Bonnell, Shoe- 
maker, Jesse Wm. Stitt, and Ketcham. 


Saturdays 
NBC, 6:45 p. m., Religion in the News, 
Walter W. Van Kirk. 
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Statement from ODT 
Clears Way for Usual 


Summer Conferences 


Declares Church Camps and Summer 


Assemblies “Vill Not Require Permit 


Washington, D. C. (RNS).—The 
policy of the War Committee on Conven- 
tions on church meetings and religious 
gatherings has been stated in a letter 
from the Committee to the Federal 
Council of Churches. 

No permit is required for the holding 
of any meeting for religious worship or 
for ecclesiastical ceremony, the commit- 
stated. No permit is required for 
any conference or meeting attended by 
not more than 50 persons from beyond 
the local commuting zone, or, in the 
case of rural communities, beyond the 
normal trading area of the locality in 
which the meeting is held. 

The committee said application must 
made for permission to hold other 
types of church meetings and _ that 
it will act on such applications in ac- 


tee 


be 


cordance with the following principles: 
Defines Legislative Meeting 


If an application is filed for permis- 
sion to hold a church legislative meet- 
ing, the policy of the committee is to 
grant a permit with the understanding 
that attendance must held to the 
minimum number necessary the 
group properly to function. The com- 
mittee defines a church legislative meet- 
ing as one called to transact business 
essential to the continuance or survival 
of the church organization. Among dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of such meet- 
ings are: 

The 
church 


be 


for 


fiscal operation and control of 
properties; the amendment of 
canonical laws; the election of a bishop, 
moderator or other chief executive offi- 
cer of the church in the district, synod, 
diocese, presbytery, etc.; the selection 
or examination of candidates for ordi- 
nation; the assignment of pastors, and 
the allocation of funds. 

Meetings of auxiliary groups such as 
women’s organizations, 
and missionary societies 


youth groups 

held concur- 
rently with a church legislative confer- 
ence require separate application for a 
permit. Meetings of denominations that 
have no central governing body are not 
eligible for permits as church 
tive meetings. 


legisla- 


It is the present policy of the com- 
mittee to deny permits for meetings of 





Louisville Seminary Issue 


Fourth in the current series of 
“seminary” issues of this paper, the 
Louisville Seminary issue is pre- 
sented this week by the editors. The 
high interest which has been stimu- 
lated by the other issues in recent 
weeks will attend this issue too. The 
splendid cooperation and the excel- 
lent standards attained by the stu- 
dent editors are deeply satisfying to 
the regular editors. Except for the 
news sections, the letters, and the 
Sunday school lesson, this issue rep- 
resents the work of the Louisville 
students. Because of a misunder- 
standing, Dr. Thompson’s exposition 
of the weekly lesson has been sub- 
stituted for the one _ previously 
planned. The Mississippi news letter, 
while not intended for this issue, 
has been written by an alumnus of 
the Louisville institution. The staff 
of student editors appears on page 
eigat. 











missionary societies, organizations of 
laymen, and for ministers’ conferences, 
woman’s auxiliaries, youth group meet- 
ings and various other church auxiliary 
bodies. 

Special courses of instruction for 
ministers or laymen require a permit 
unless they are part of the regular nor- 
mal curriculum of the educational 
stitution in which they are held. 

Church camps and summer  assem- 
blies following the normal vacation pat- 
tern do not require a permit. But any 
convention or meeting held at a camp or 
summer assembly ground does require 
a permit. 


in- 





WESTERN UNION 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
RICHMOND, VA. 


THE MODERATOR AND STATED 
CLERK HAVE RECEIVED FROM 
WASHINGTON A PERMIT FOR THE 


MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEM- 
BLY. THE PERMIT WAS GRANTED 
CPON THE CONDITION THAT AT- 
TENDANCE BE KEPT TO THE MINI- 
MUM. THE MODERATOR AND THE 
STATED CLERK BELIEVE THAT OUR 
PEOPLE WILL COOPERATE WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT BY LIMITING 
THE ATTENDANCE AT THIS YEAR’S 
ASSEMBLY TO ACTUAL COMMISSION- 
ERS AND THOSE HAVING OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS AT THE ASSEMBLY, 
Cc. L. KING. 
HOUSTON, TEXAS. 


U. S. A. Committee to 
Urge New Method of 
Electing Moderators 


General Council Recommends 


Naming of Three Men by Five 


A new method of electing moderators 
of the Presbyterian, U. S. A., General 
Assembly is to be recommended to the 
next Assembly which will meet in Min- 
neapolis, May 24. The recommendation 
of the General Council, approved after 
long study by a special committee, pro- 
poses un amendment to the standing 
rules providing for appointment of a 
nominating committee consisting of the 
moderator an@ his four nearest living 
predecessors, to receive during the pre- 
ceding year any names of possible nomi- 
nees that may be suggested by groups of 
ten ministers or ten elders or by church 
sessions throughout the church, and 
with these as a nucleus to make its own 
selection of three men to be placed in 
nomination by it at the General Assem- 
bly for moderator, no other names to be 
presented to the Assembly. (See THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, March 26, 
pp. 6-7.) 

Heretofore, nominations have been 
made openly by presbyteries sponsoring 
their own members for the church’s 
high office. Full discussion of the nomi- 
nees has followed such announcements, 
with biographical statements appearing 
in the church press in the weeks before 
the meeting of the Assembly. 


New A. T. S. Professor Says 
Give Bible Back to the People 


Insisting upon the power of the Bible 
to speak for itself, Joseph M. Gettys de- 
livered his inaugural address as profes- 
sor of English Bible at the Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond last week, 
stressing the need of ‘‘giving the Bible 
back to the people.’”’ 

‘Protestantism is in constant danger 
of beginning where its founders ended 
rather than where they began,” he said. 
“They began with the Bible as focal and 
central in the thought and life of the 
church; they declared themselves free 
from the holy fathers of the church, not 
because they thought the fathers were 
necessarily wrong in their interpreta- 
tion, but because they wanted nothing 
to stand between the Bible and the 
Christian reader.”’ 

“The danger we Presbyterians con- 
stantly face,’’ he warned, ‘is that we 
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may know John Calvin second-hand 
much better than we know Jesus Christ 
first-hand; or that we can quote the 
words of the Westminster Confession 
better than we can demonstrate the 
spirit of the Apostle Paul.”’ 

Indicating his purpose to provide 
helps for the rank and file of the church 
which the average person may use to 
discover the message of the Bible for 
himself, Dr. Gettys mentioned the pub- 
lication of a series of booklets designed 
to serve this need, the first of which, 
“How to Enjoy Studying the Bible,”’ has 
already appeared. 

Stating that ‘“‘the Bible justifies itself 
to us as a Word of authority from the 
living God,’’ by its very nature, the pro- 
fessor said, it demands a central place in 
the curriculum of Christian education, 
using the many helps which are avail- 
able for its study; and, since the func- 
tion of the Bible is to bring God re- 
demptively into the life of man, it must 


OUTLOOK 


be directly related to the problems of 
the modern world. 

A discredited humanism, he con- 
cluded, “‘has flung a challenge to the 
Christian Church to give to the world 
a real and beneficent Authority, the con- 
tent of a vital and living faith, and a Re- 
deemer. able to transform the world into 
a peaceful and brotherly society of na- 
tions.”’ 


Substantial Help to Be Required 
By Dutch Reformed Congregations 
Geneva (RNS, By Wireless).—Unless 
substantial help is forthcoming from 
churches in other countries, the Dutch 
Reformed Church will not be able to as- 
sume its full part in the relief and reha- 
bilitation of the Netherlands, the De- 
partment of Reconstruction and Inter- 
Church Aid of the World Council of 
Churches reported here. Surveying the 
needs of the church in liberated Hol- 
land the department placed the pre-war 
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value of church buildings destroyed at 
40,000,000 Dutch guilders or $20,000,- 
000. Many villages, it said, were com- 
pletely wiped out, and churches and par- 
ish houses wholly destroyed. 


Methodist School of Theology 
Receives Gift of $1,350,000 

A gift of $1,350,000 was recently 
announced as having been made by 
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Perkins of Wich- 
ita Falls, Texas, to the school of the- 
ology of Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity, Dallas, Texas. It is called by The 
Christian Advocate (Chicago), ‘‘the 
largest gift to be received from any 
single living donor in the history of any 
educational institution of Methodism of 
the Southwest.’”’ Bishop A. Frank Smith, 
president of the board of trustees of the 
university, on the occasion of the pre- 
sentation of the gift, announced a 
change of name for the school to .“‘The 
Perkins School of Theology.” 





Why the Rural Church? 


oe 

The city is dependent on the rural 
areas of our country for more things 
than one. The most important in the 
daily life of the city dweller is food. 
The system whereby the country sec- 
tions supply the city with food-stuffs 
may be applied also to the production of 
persons t» a certain extent. The city 
needs an increasing number of people 
to carry on its business. So it becomes 
necessary to turn to the country, where 
the birth rates are high, for these eacra 
people. it is a well known, though 
often ignored, fact that the country 
areas are the life-blood of the city. City 
people do not reproduce themselves 
rapidly enough to keep up the popula- 
tion. 


Source of Talent 


When a baseball club is formed, there 
must be “baseball farms” established. 
The purpose of these farms is to furnish 
new life and talent for the major club. 
The farms of the New York “Yankees” 
throughout the country have paid great 
dividends in talent and power. The 
talent scouts for this team go into all 
parts of the land to hold baseball clin- 
ics, They concentrate on the rural areas 
of the United States, for they recognize 
that the great source of talent is there. 
Not too well developed, to be sure, but 
with unlimited possibilities. 


What has this to do with the subject 
of the rural church? Just this: The 
rural church is the “farm” from which 
the town or city church must draw its 
talent and leadership. The city church 
is dependent on the rural church for 
its future membership, especially as the 
city church is not reproducing itself in 
its own membership. These important 
questions must then be answered by the 
city church: Wherein does our respon- 
sibility lie, and what should be our 


By WALTER L. BADER 


course of action? 

First, the program of the city church 
should include an active interest in the 
rural areas surrounding it. In any given 
country community you may find fami- 
lies with from four to eight children 
who attend a country church. The chil- 
dren in this family have all professed 
their faith in the Lord Christ and are 
active in the work of the Sunday school 
and church. But often this country 
church is without the services of a full- 
time pastor, Preaching services are few 
and far between. Perhaps the minister 
of First Church in town comes out once 
or twice a month for an afternoon serv- 
ice. All the rest of the church’s ef- 
forts are concentrated in an _ all-too- 
often inadequate Sunday school. Inade- 
quate, not from lack of leadership po- 
tential, but leadership training, The 
average farming community is sparsely 
settled, and often poor. This has 
brought down the educational level of 
the people. Just as taxes cannot be 
levied high enough to support an ade- 
quate school, so these people cannot 
support without help, an adequate 
church leadership. The people of such 
a church do have one thing that holds 
them together in the Lord’s work, an 
intimate fellowship with each other and 
with Christ. 


The Price of No Interest 


What are the results of such an in- 
adequate program? The children in the 
family we spoke of grow up. Chances 
are good that they will go into the city 
to live and work. But will they attend 
First Church? Chances are against 
this. You ask why? Often early train- 
ing has given them a feeling of infer- 
iority, they do not feel as though they 
would fit in at First Church. Nor do 
they have the feeling that First Church 
is interested in them, That church has 


signed its death warrant by its lack of 
interest, interest which is translated 
into action, in the rural church situa- 
tion. 

It is easy to extend the program of 
any town or city church to include the 
country church. It may prove to be a 
benefit to both groups. A little time 
spent in leadership training by the di- 
rector of religious education will pay big 
future dividends. The woman’s organi- 
zation could help and inspire a like or- 
ganization which would mean much to 
the rural women. A series of services 
once or twice a year by the minister of 
First Church helps immeasurably. And 
not least among these helps is work in 
music. Great musical talent lies dor- 
mant in rural churches because of lack 
of leadership and inspiration. Both of 
these could be supplied to her advan- 
tage by the city church. Above all else, 
souls will be won for Christ, and lead- 
ers developed in both of the congrega- 
tions. 


Support National Missions 


Secondly, the city church can support 
its denomination’s program of national 
missions. This committee is often han- 
dicapped by lack of funds. The rural 
churches must have help if they are 
ever to have full-time pastoral work, 
suitable equipment, adequate leader- 
ship, and a rich program. 

The Presbyterian Church faces a cru- 
cial problem in this business of the rural 
church. There are rich fields as yet 
untouched by any church. There are 
many fields that need the kind of guid- 
ance and program that can be give 
if we have the vision and purpose to do 
so. We must ask ourselves concerning 
our attitude toward the rural church, 
and we had better adopt one of interest 
and helpfulness, 
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Unpaid Debts 


By ARCH B. TAYLOR 


HE IMPACT of vital Christianity upon the natural 
7 world has always been disconcerting. Real Christians 

“have turned the world upside down.’’ New points 
of view, totally different standards of morality and value. 
a God-centered purpose in life, have always accompanied 
the spread of the gospel. 

Consider how Christianity has changed our ideas on the 
payment of debts. The debt which man owed because of 
sin, God has paid at the cost of his Son. Yet the debt of 
life which the redeemed owe to God is paid to their fellow 
men. The Apostle Paul said, ‘I am debtor both to Greeks 
and to Barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish’’ 
(Romans 1:14). That debt which he owed to God his 
Saviour he paid to all men! By “Greeks and Barbarians”’ 
Paul intended all races of men; by ‘‘wise and foolish” he 
intended all classes. His divisions of mankind are thus both 
vertical and horizontal, absolutely all-inclusive. 


The Meaning of Missions 


This all-inclusiveness of Paul’s mission must characterize 
the mission of the church today and in the postwar world. 
Our gospel must go to all men everywhere. We must recog- 
nize the fact that ‘“‘missions’’ means the man around the 
corner just as surely as it means the man around the world. 
We must come to the realization that any extension of the 
Christian brotherhood, any increase in the influence of 
Christianity, however slight, is missions. 

The minister of a city church conducted a survey of his 
church neighborhood, hardly expecting to find many un- 
chureched families in the area. Imagine his astonishment 
when he discovered that there were people who were living 
in the very shadow of his church steeple who knew nothing 
about the Lord Jesus Christ! To reach them for him is 
just as much a missionary task as to reach the masses of 
China. While evangelizing the ‘Barbarians,’ let us not 
neglect our own “Greeks,” for they constitute one of our 
largest unpaid debts. 

Our mission program must also cut across class lines. 
The Presbyterian Church has too long had the reputation 
of being a “‘class church,’ and, God forgive us, we have 
lived up to it. We have become too respectable. 
get the early days when we were the despised, when we 
were looked down upon as a “‘sect.’” Not so many years ago 
a Presbyterian minister opposed a Sunday school extension 
chapel in the east side of his town, because the people there 
were not the Presbyterian type. If the common people do 
not hear us gladly when we preach the Presbyterian gospel, 
then it is time for us to admit that ours is not the gospel 
of Christ, the friend of publicans and sinners. 


More Than the Minister’s Task 


Somehow we must overcome this stratification in our 
churches. It is a tremendous task, long and slow, and one 
which the minister alone cannot accomplish. He might 
spend his time among the poor in personal evangelism, 
winning souls to Christ, only to find that his congregation 
refuses to admit them to the true fellowship of the Body 
of Christ. This is a problem for all Christian people, and 
especially for the laity. If the minister can inspire his peo- 
ple with a zeal for Christ and a love for souls, the job is 
well begun, but success rests in the hands of the congre- 
gation. Those respectable business men, those cultured 
ladies, those fine young people—can they be interested in 
personal witnessing? If they can but experience the joy 
of knowing that they have been used of the Holy Spirit 
to lead someone to Christ, can they easily refuse the fel- 
lowship of worship to one who has been won through their 
efforts, simply because his clothes are slightly shabby and 
his manner a bit rough? Can that laboring man who has 
entered into the joy of his Lord refuse to kneel side by 





We for-, 


side with the business executive who showed him the truth 
of the gospel just because the one is employee and the 
other employer? 

This great unpaid debt is one which rests at our very 
doorstep. It is one which must be paid ere we can dis- 
charge the whole of our indebtedness. No church can be 
truly great in world missions without a strong, broad basis 
of home missions; no man can have a true vision of world 
evangelism who does not know the meaning of personal 
evangelism, for they are one. 


The Field Is the World 


This is not to say, however, that we must solve the 
problems which face us at home before we begin with a 
wider activity. If we have a truly organic view of missions 
we know indeed that ‘“‘the field is the world.”’ In the realm 
of foreign missions we are facing challenges and oppor- 
tunities which have been hitherto unknown. Only recently 
Chiang Kai-shek voiced an appeal for one thousand Chris- 
tian workers to serve the men of the armies of China. Suth 
an appeal is one which is reminiscent of that made some 
forty-five years ago by Dr. John R. Mott, when he called 
for a thousand Christian missionaries to go to Japan. 
Failure to respond, he urged, would necessitate sending ten 
thousand bayonets in the next generation. Our multitude 
of dead in the Pacific bear mute witness to the lamentable 
fact that the missionaries were not forthcoming. 

If we fail to win China for Christ—who dares to imagine 
what may be the outcome! With her vast resources of men 
and material organized and industrialized, an un-Christian 
China could unleash upon the world a destructive force be- 
yond our imagination; with modern China won for Christ 
the cause of truth would have a most powerful ally. The 
same is true of Russia. Speaking selfishly, we owe it to 
ourselves to take Christ to these great nations, but speaking 
as Christians, we owe it to all the world for the sake of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

These great unpaid debts are those which all of us owe 
to all men. They can be paid only by all and to all. And 
the only coin in which they can be discharged is a conse- 
crated interest in the spiritual welfare of others, and a 
humble, sincere effort on the part of Christian people every- 
where to witness for the Lord Jesus Christ and bring souls 
to salvation in his name. This is a missionary undertaking, 
and one which rests upon us all. Our church recognized 
that fact many years ago, but we are slow in applying to 
ourselves the following pronouncement from the minutes of 
the General Assembly of 1847: ‘‘The Presbyterian Church 
is a missionary society, the object of which is to aid in the 
conversion of the world, and every member of this church is 
a member for life of the said society and bound to do all in 
his power for the accomplishment of this object.” 


Be True 


Thou must be true thyself 
If thou the truth wouldst teach; 
Thy soul must overflow if thou 
Another’s soul wouldst reach! 
It needs the overflow of heart 
To give the lips full speech. 


Think truly, and thy thoughts 
Shall the world’s famine feed; 
Speak truly, and each word of thine 
Shall be a fruitful seed; 
Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed. 
—Horatius Bonar. 
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American Soldiers and Mission Work in Iran 


By C. B. FISHER* 


HE THOUSANDS of American soldiers who came into 
T Iran to develop and operate the supply route to Rus- 
sia amazed all of us with their heavy machinery, bull- 
In turn, they 
also learned something about missions which may be most 


dozers, road camps and organized efficiency. 


promising for the future. 

In order to get on with the job, the army employed many 
and it 
began to learn about 
Most of the Eng- 
graduates of mission 


Iranian interpreters, translators, and contractors, 


the soldiers first 
work. 
loyal 


was from them that 
American missionaries and their 

Iranians 
took opportunity 
friends about these schools. 


lish-speaking were 


schools who every to tell their soldier 


Learned About Missionaries 


Then 
churches 


mission homes, 
with the 
Iranians they began to realize that even in far away Lran 
there is a 


the 
made 


the soldiers began to visit 


and hospitals. As they friends 


community of world-minded, forward-looking 
people. 
of the 


might 


Many of the soldiers at first were frankly skeptical 
missionaries They thought 
better and certainly 
they should not meddle with other people’s religious views. 


and their work. they 


have remained at home most 


However, their opinions began to change as they saw the 
the They 
discovered organized churches and Iranian Christians whom 
they were glad to call friends. 
at the 
spirit of 


love and honor which was given missionaries. 


They saw grateful patients 
and 
toward 


mission hospitals everywhere they sensed the 


good will America, a most favored na- 


tion. 
*An educational missionary to 
rian Church, U.S. A. 
to the students 


the 
This article is from an address made 

faculty of 

their annual Missionary Day. 


Iran from Presbyte- 


and Louisville Seminary during 


Hundreds of these 
munity school in 


American soldiers visited the com- 
Teheran with its 220 English-speaking 
students from twenty different nations. They talked and 
played with the students and enjoyed shaking hands with 
the German student-refugees who had escaped just in time. 
The soldiers learned that within the three years 
students had from the school to eight different 
nations and that they were writing back to their friends of 
other lands. Having thought missionaries were meddlers, 
they gazed with amazement at the waiting list of more than 
200, of whom only 46 could be accepted because of lack of 
room and teachers. 


past 


gone out 


It was interesting to see the reaction of these so-called 
tough G. I.’s to the fact that these 154 eager seekers had 
been turned away. Perhaps twenty years from now their 
sons might be sent back to repeat this futile task of trying 
to force good will and understanding at the point of a 
Time and again they said, ‘‘Now is the time to 
build foundations of good will, and yet we turn them away.” 
Such was the reaction of our soldiers to our mission work 


bayonet. 


in Iran, and I am sure that the same is true in many other 
far away places in the world. 
Looking Ahead 


Only one 
the wall in 


man, Daniel, could read the handwriting on 
Babylon. Today, the true meaning of 
Christ’s handwriting on the pages of history, ‘‘Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations,’”’ takes on new meaning as our 
country More and 
thousands of 

Great plans 
are in the making for a brave new world, but they will suc- 
ceed or fail according to the suecess of the primary spade- 


ancient 


awakens from isolationist slumbers. 


more of us can read those words and 


soldiers are witnesses to their eternal value. 


work of Christian missions around the grassroots of inter- 
national good will and understanding. 
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FOR BETTER PREACHING—A seminar under 


ville’s Presbyterian Seminary. 
held. 





the leadership of Presid-nt Frank H. Caldwell of Louis- 


In this room seminars in all major fields are conducted, and some classes are 
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Christian Contentment 


By MILTON J. WILMESHERR 


Text: “I have learned in whatsoever state I am there- 
with to be content.”” Moffatt has Paul to say, “I have learned 
to be content wherever I am.” 


HESE WORDS of Paul were written under conditions 
that were foreign to our idea of contentment. He 
was in Rome, far from his home and friends; he was 

alone save for one or two followers. All the rest were 
total strangers. Not only was Paul in Rome, he was bound 
in a Roman prison. The chains were ever about his hands 
and feet and a guard was ever by his side. Not only that 
but Paul was in a Roman prison awaiting trial in Caesar’s 
court. If convicted it meant certain death. So if Paul 
under these conditions was able to write, “I have learned 
to be content wherever I am,’ he must have experienced 
something worth looking into. 


1. Paul’s Contentment 


First of all Paul never allowed his environment to con- 
trol his emotions. He was just as happy in prison as out 
of prison. It made no difference to him. He had learned 
to live in humility as well as prosperity. Outward cir- 
cumstances never disturbed his inward soul. That is a les- 
son we all need to learn and we must learn it if we are to 
taste the fruit of contentment. 

Is not the desire to possess much of this world’s goods at 
the root of most of our disappointments? God realized that 
when he gave Moses the Ten Commandments. He included 
one to read ‘‘Thou shalt not covet.’’ Jesus realized that 
when he sent seventy of his followers out to teach and 
preach. He said, “Carry no purse, no wallet, no shoes.” 

Education when rightly used can produce happiness, but 
we are mistaken if we think a high school education for 
every boy and girl will raise the level of happiness one iota 
either in this generation or in the generation to come. 

The modern advances of science and invention used to fill 
us with hopes of ease and comfort, but for all the modern 
conveniences the world is less contented than ever before. 
The world once thought real comfort came by pushing but- 
tons or turning switches, but with all the buttons and 
switches the world is looking for comfort that comes from 
a different source. 

Going to church every morning and evening and drop- 
ping something in the collection plate will not guarantee 
contentment to any one. That is why you see so many dis- 
satisfied people in the church. They expose themselves to 
the hymns and the scripture and the sermon but that is as 
far as their religion goes. They come away having heard 
so many notes and so many words. No, not even church 
attendance (in itself) will assure anyone of contentment. 


2. Where Then Can We Find Contentment? 
. 


In his book, “Christ and Human Suffering,” E. Stanley 
Jones tells about old Stephen Colonna, who, when driven out 
of Rome and with all his palaces and strongholds destroyed, 
he was found on the road a deserted man. Someone recog- 
nizing him, taunted him with the words, ‘‘Where are your 
strongholds now?’’ To which Stephen Colonna replied, 
“Here!”’ grasping his heart. That was the stronghold of 
Paul’s contentment and it was from this stronghold that 
Paul was able to say, “I have learned to be content wherever 
Iam.”’ Contentment then depends on the condition of the 
heart. 

There is a contentment found in work well done. The 
two go hand in hand. Work breeds contentment and con- 
tentment breeds the best kind of work. The words of our 
text are found in a letter written by Paul to the church 
at Philippi. Ten years before he had founded this body 
of believers, and every chance he had he returned to nourish 
and feed them. They were his joy and pride. They were 
the fruits of his labor. He had completed a great work. 
He was contented. It is not surprising that the one word 


“rejoice’’ is found eight times in the four chapters of the 
letter. 

In the heart of Missouri there is a grandmother. Her 
face is still bright with the sunset, but the colors are fading. 
Her life has been one filled with hardships and labor, but 
she comes to the end with a smile which speaks of work 
well done. 

The perfect rest of Christ is promised to ‘all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden.” 


Spirit of Neighborliness 

Besides the contentment that comes from work well done 
there is the contentment that comes from a spirit of neigh- 
borliness. Being at peace with one’s neighbors is just as 
satisfying as being at peace with one’s self. To know that 
you have the good will and respect of your friends and ac- 
quaintances gives a sense of being at peace with the world. 

The art of living at peace with all men includes more 
than one might expect. It means more than just sitting at 
home and commenting on what good friends you have. Of 
more importance is the giving of self unselfishly. Friend- 
ship is like a flower garden. Active work must be done to 
cultivate the beauty or else weeds will grow up to hide the 
buds. Again, friendship is like a machine. It must be 
oiled every so often with deeds of love and kindness or else 
it will become dry and noisy. 

The influence of a family member spreads to the other 
members. The influence of a congenial family can break 
the bounds of a home and spread into the community, and 
the influence of a congenial community can spread far be- 
yond its locality. A pebble dropped into a pond sends out 
waves in all directions. There is a lot of truth in the 
words of Edgar A. Guest. ‘‘Wars and strife shall end when 
man has made the man next door his friend.” 


Healthy Conscience 


Another form of contentment which we as Christians can 
experience comes from a clean, healthy conscience. We 
have thought about being at peace with one’s neighbors and 
one’s self, but we must not forget that the greatest con- 
tentment we can know comes from being at peace with God. 
Day by day we see people who are cowed and dogged by a 
guilty conscience. They are tortured every moment of their 
waking life and fearful dreams come to destroy their sleep. 
They seek relief either by fleeing from their sins or by sup- 
pressing them only to find themselves like Jonah unable to 
escape the presence of their conscience. They fight to pro- 
tect theif sins from exposure as a mother bear fights to 
protect her cubs. Every day they live is literally a hell on 
earth. 

The Christian religion is the only religion able to deal 
with such people. To them it offers relief from their fears 
through the confession and forgiveness of their sins. It 
offers to them a God big enough to deal with sin no matter 
how black it is. It offers them a Savior who was tempted 
in all points even as we are and who can assure us of 
victory over sin. It offers them a Book which contains many 
precious promices of forgiveness of sins. ‘‘As far as the east 
is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions 
from us.’’ ‘“‘Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” 

Real, genuine contentment is not obtained by directly pur- 
sting it. If you do, it will always keep one step ahead of 
you. Men of ancient time as well as modern time have 
sought peace and contentment as an end in itself, only to 
lie down in death with a disgruntled, dissatisfied soul. There 
have been others, however, who were content to wear them- 
selves out in a worthy undertaking and to find much to their 
surprise that they possessed a by-product of joy and con- 
tentment which passed all human knowledge and under- 
standing. 
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EDITORIAL 





New Frontiers 


The day is past when we can fold our 
arms, lie back in our peace and security, 
and say that the days of the pioneer 
are over. To say that there are no 
longer any frontiers is not a statement 
of fact but a confession of our short- 
sightedness and selfishness. Christian 
people are often the most guilty, and 
they are the ones without an excuse. 
It may be true that there are no Nna- 
tural frontiers left, that man has ex- 
plored nearly all of the earth’s surface, 
and that civilization has reached into 
the uttermost parts. But as long as 
man has a mind and there are things 
to know, as long as man’s physical life 
is incomplete and improvement can be 


made, as long as man experiences spirit- - 


ual thirst which can be _ slaked, so 
long will there be frontiers, and so long 
will man struggle to conquer them. 
There was a time when man dreaded 
rabies, and even the bravest would 
quake with fear when the ery of ‘‘mad 
dog”? was raised. But there was a man 
who was not content to dread and fear, 
and his inquiring mind led Pasteur on 
and on until he was able to overcome 
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the dread disease. Another frontier had 
been pushed back. 

There came a time when one man was 
not content to use so much time in com- 
munication, so he pushed back another 
frontier with the invention of the wire- 
less. This has opened a wider area 
than Marconi ever dreamed to the eager 
searching of the scientific mind. And 
this frontier is constantly being pushed 
back by the rapid advance of the science 
of radio and electronics today. 

There was a great American who saw 
into the unknown. territory of racial 
equality. The hardships he endured as 
he fought to push back another frontier 
equal to those of the pioneers who set- 
tled the West, but Abraham Lincoln 
fought on. often alone, until he had 
freed the slaves, at least from their ma- 
terial slavery. And when Lincoln said, 
“With malice toward none, and charity 
for all,” he spoke in prophetic utterance 
to us today as we, too, fight to free 
the slave. 


It is brought very close to home then, 
this matter of frontiers. It is time for 
the church, and by the church I mean 
the congregation of believers, to wake 
up to the fact that we must begin to 
practice what we have preached so long 
the brotherhood of man. The world 
has reached a new frontier, It has come 
to it without the help of the church for 
the most part, but it cannot conquer it 
without the church. Jesus surely meant 
to say not only “Man cannot live by 
bread alone,’ but, ‘““Man cannot live 
alone.’”” Jesus was always deeply con- 
cerned about man’s relation to his fel- 
lowman. He went to some lengths to 
illustrate what he was thinking about 
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when he said, “You must+ love your 
neighbor.”” Someone made one time 
what may seem to some to be a very 
fine distinction, the distinction between 
personal and individual salvation. Yet 
it is a good one. True, our salvation 
depends on our personal relationship 
with God in Christ, but it most certainly 
involves our relationship with the man 
next door. It comes down to the sim- 
ple fact that we are our brother’s 
keeper, and we cannot be saved while 
he is lost in sin. 

As we said, the world has reached a 
new frontier—the frontier that comes 
with a truly international mind and a 
conscious concern over all the people 
who inhabit the earth. It has been a 
long time since Jesus preached the 
brotherhood of man. It may be a long 
time until his ideal to be found in liv- 
ing it is reached. Butif all else is lost 
to us in this world struggle, it will have 
been worth the effort and the cost if it 
awakens us all to world vision and a 
sense of world citizenship. 

The church is the proper agency to 
take the lead in this ‘development, to 
be in the front rank of those who push 
against the outposts of our old isola- 
tionism and selfishness, We are the ones 
who have the Master Teacher of the way 
of peace, and the Master Example of 
brotherhood. We must take the lead 
in this new spirit, or others will lead 
into a wrong use of it. We must no 
longer ask the world to do something 
which we have refused to do for so 
long—to live together in peace and har- 
mony. We must forget that we are 
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, or 
what have you—and remember that we 
are Christians, we are the body of 
Christ. We must remember that he 
taught us that even as the body has 
many branches, yet if they work not 
together in common interest, they work 
only for their own destruction. 


In Christ there is no East or West, 
In him no South or North; 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 


In him shall true hearts everywhere 
Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord 
Close-binding all mankind. 


Join hands then, brothers of the faith, 
Whate’er your creed may be; 

Who serves my Father as a son 
Is surely kin to me. 


In Christ now meet both East and West, 
In him meet South and North; 
All Christly souls are one in him 
Throughout the whole wide earth, 
—John Oxenham 


This is the challenge to the church 
today. A new frontier lies out there 
in the future, to be made a reality. We 
have God on our side, we have his king- 
dom to build. We cannot, must not, 
refuse to heed his call to arms: “Rise 
up, O men of God. The church for you 
doth wait. Her strength unequal to her 
task, rise up, and make her great.” 


W. BEN LANE. 
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CHRISTIAN LIGHTS 


By ROBERT J. VEAZEY* 





Text: ‘Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven,.’’—Matt, 5: 16. 


E BIBLE is a book which is con- 

cerned with only one character, 

the character that is Jesus Christ. 
The Old Testament bore witness to his 
coming, the Gospels tell us that he has 
come, and the rest of the book tells us 
that he is coming again. He, himself, 
when he lived on earth, taught much 
concerning himself. 

This character, who revealed God so 
perfectly to man, taught us how to ful- 
fill our primary duty toward God, that 
of glorifying him. He said that we 
should glorify God by the shining of our 
light. 


The first purpose of Christian 
lights is to show others the way to 


salvation. There is’ definitely a 
need for this. When we consider pan- 
theism, materialism, deism, and the 


many other theories which lead man 
apart from God, we cannot for one mo- 
ment doubt this need. Now it is quite 
impossible for man to deny to himself 
as well as to others the existence of 
God, for there is imbedded in the inner- 
most human soul of every one born on 
this earth some conception of a higher 
power. To some he may be God, as 
represented by Buddhism, to others god 
is represented by Confucianism, to still 
others god is represented by Shintoism, 
but to the Christian he is the one only 
living and true God. 


Christ has no hands but our hands, 
To do his work today; 

He has no feet but our feet, 
To lead men in his way; 

He has no tongue but our tongue, 
To tell men how he died; 

He has no help but our help, 
To bring them to his side. 


Not only must we as Christian lights 
show others the way to salvation, but 
we must, if possible, bring them into 
a closer contact with God and his king- 
dom. We must not only tell lost man 
that there is a God who is waiting, yes, 
who is yearning, to save him from his 
sins but we must by our lives show him 
such a clear picture of God that he will 
have a burning desire to walk by his 
side as did Enoch of old. If I jump into 
a deep swimming pool and am rescued 
by an expert swimmer, and then jump 
into the pool again, am I saved? No, 
I am not saved. I must do one of two 
things, either learn to swim so that 





*Mr. Veazey is the blind organist of 
the Louisville Seminary. 


when I go into the pool I can save my- 
self, or stay away from the pool. Just 
so in case of going to God. First we 
must see him clearly ourselves then we 
must see to it that others have a defi- 
nite, clear picture of him. 

We have another purpose as Chris- 
tian Lights, and that is to let our light 
shine. How are we going to do this? 
As we look about us from day to day I 
think we might divide the mass of peo- 
ple with whom we come into contact 
into two classes; there are faithless, 
aimless, and shiftless people who care 
not about the general good of their fel- 
low man, and who seek no sympathy 
from those who would give it. They 
drift about on the sea of life like a ship 
without a pilot and without a_ goal. 
Then there are those who live the life 
that counts. In the first place, a life 
that counts is that life which touches 
other lives and makes a deep impression 
upon them, Our Maker did not place us 
on this earth to live selfish and secluded 
lives. His purpose was that we should 
all live for one another. That is the 
life that counts. In the second place, 
the life that counts is that life to which 
other lives owe something. Consider 
the great painters, sculptors, writers, 
and numerous other artists that have 
lived before us. They lived lives that 


counted. 

In the third place the life that 
counts is that life which entirely 
forgets itself in service to others. As 
soon as we make others our motto, just 
so soon will we get the most out of 
life. We are today engaged in one of 
the greatest battles, if not the greatest 
that has ever been fought in human 
history, and that is the battle of life. 
Others before us have given up their all 
in order that we might have the advan- 
tages which we today enjoy. Is it not 
the least we can do to give up our all 
so that those who come after us will 
know God better and have the advan- 
tages which we enjoy? We were put 
here for just such a purpose as this, and 
we dare not, must not, and will not 
fail. Let us, therefore, as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ, put our shoulders to 
the wheel and push, for then and not 
until then, will this bleeding world of 
ours realize everlasting peace and sal- 
vation. 
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dent, Box P. Bristol, Tenn. 











larly enrolled. 


Address inquiries to: 


Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, N. J. 
SUMMER TERM—MAY 29-AUGUST 17 


Two six week periods May 29-July 6 and July9-August 17. 


A student in an accredited theological school, upon recommendation of his 


seminary, may transfer the credits earned to the institution where he is regu- 


EDWARD H. ROBERTS, Dean of Students. 








The College of the 


ence, it is a life-building process. 





SOUTHWESTERN 


Memphis, Tennessee 


At Southwestern, ‘‘Edueation is more than a fact-finding experi- 


” 


For information and literature address The Registrar. 


Mississippi Valley 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Rural Life Council 
Beguu in Mississippi 


Mississippi News Letter 





Recently organized under the guid- 
ance of Governor Thomas L. Bailey, a 
group of leaders, representing business, 
education, government, agriculture and 
all denominations, called the Rural Life 
Council, has begun to face some of the 
pressing religious, social and economic 
needs which concern all the people of 
the state. A pamphlet on the aims of 
the council state: ‘‘Her (Mississippi’s) 
chief resources are her people and her 
soil. . . . Mississippi has suffered from 
erosion. . The erosion of social life 
has robbed many communities of their 
vitality and vigor. . . All Mississippi 
people are involved with the three fun- 
damentals of life: God, man, and 
land. . . . The social growth and eco- 
nomic security of our people can be ad- 
vanced. . . .” Presbyterians on this 
council include President G. T. Gillespie, 
of Belhaven College; Elder Geo. B. 
Walker, of Leland, and Elder Hugh 
White, of Marion County. 


Conference Discusses Attitude 
Of Landlord to the Church 


Growing out of this council, but 
planned and conducted entirely by 
Negro ministers of Washington County, 
a two-day conference was held in 
Greenville. In the first day’s discussion 
on the attitude of the landlord toward 
the church, one Negro leader observed, 
“If the tenant wants a place to shoot 
craps the landlord wants him to have 
that, if he wants a good church the land- 
lord wants him to have that. Whatever 
it takes to keep him happy on the place 
is what the landlord wants.” Speaking 
the second day on “Sermon Prepara- 
tion,’’ Clovis G. Chappell, pastor of the 
Galloway Memorial Methodist Church, 
warned, ‘‘Wherever sermon preparation 
becomes easy for you, you are missing 
the mark.”’ ‘‘Unless your sermons are 
real to the people to whom you are 
preaching, you preach in vain.’’ Prob- 
lems in relation to health were dis- 
cussed with representatives from the 
state health department. Devotionals 
were led by Paul T. Jones and Charles 
E. S. Kraemer, Presbyterian ministers 
from Greenville and Leland. One grati- 
fying result of this meeting was the 
granting of $20,000 by the General Edu- 
cation Board for the public-health edu- 





reasonable expense. 
nation’s life. 


stressed. 





1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1945 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
A liberal arts college for men. 


Unusual record for producing leaders in every sphere of the 
Personal and vocational guidance for the individual student is 


For further information write to 
PRESIDENT EDGAR G. GAMMON 


Ideal location, strong faculty, 








HOSPITALIZATION & 


Insurance for Intiviluarls, Families and Groups 


@ Pays up to $7.00 per day hospital room and board allowance, 
plus other usual hospital charges. 
times you may go to the hospital in any policy year for sepa- 

Policy can also include fees for surgicals and frac- 


rate cause. 
tures. 


@ No medical examinations required. 
persons in good health from ages 6 months to 65% years, in- 
clusive, and coverage can be continued indefinitely after age 


65%. 


@ Our policies are good in any hospital in United States or Canada. 
Claims paid cheerfully and promptly within 24 hours. 
@ Over 130,000 Virginians have bought policies with us. 


Ask About*Our Liberal Non-Cancellable Accident Policies 
Issued from Age 6% to Age 751% Years 
For further information call or write 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE SOCIETY 
Robt. U. Woods, Exec. Vice-Pres. 


Home Office: Richmond, Virginia 
In Richmond Dial 8-1741 or 5-8655 


“Virvigtn's Povoeree cel Greliee 


E. B. Orow, Pres. 


LEAK LE a Le 


No limit as to number of 


Applications accepted on 


Peo tec settas Coe deer 
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cation of twenty Negroes to be chosen 
in Mississippi. 


Here and There 


Contributed by the members of the 
First Church, Hazlehurst, $6,000 will 
be used to establish a scholarship at 
Southwestern, Memphis, in memorv of 
S. C. Caldwell, for forty-two years pas- 
tor of the Hazlehurst Church. 
Recent reports reveal that this synod 
has contributed $78,487.82 toward the 
Southwestern Building and Endowment 
Campaign Fund. A flying squad- 
ron, under the leadership of O. M. An- 
derson, Rolling Fork pastor, visited 
eleven churches, talked to 300 people 
on stewardship during four days re- 
cently. With Dr. Anderson were J. V. 
Cobb, Philadelphia; G. T. Gillespie and 
K. S. Keyes, of Miami. Alfred 
Mathes, of Meridian, synod’s school and 
college chairman, recently toured the 
state investigating the possibility of 
placing adult student workers in these 
fields. 

CHARLES B. S. KRAEMER. 

Leland, Miss. 


Increased Postwar Use of 
Films By Churches Predicted 


New York (RNS).—Anticipating in- 
creased postwar use of visual education 
methods in churches, the Religious Film 
Association, representing 18 Protestant 
denominations, has approached manu- 
facturers of sound projectors and other 
equipment to arrange for purchase and 
servicing of machines after the war. 

An increased postwar demand for new 
equipment will come from chaplains, ac- 
cording to William L. Rogers, secretary. 
Having made wide use of films with men 
in the armed forces, chaplains will be 
eager to try out motion pictures on their 
home congregations. 

Mr. Rogers disclosed that several de- 
nominations are planning to produce 
new religious films, and five churches— 
Congregational, Methodist, Disciples of 
Christ, Southern Baptist, and the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Augustana Synod— 
have recently organized departments to 
promote use. of visual education 
methods in churches. 

The Southern Baptist Convention has 
placed an order with one manufacturer 
for four hundred 16 mm. machines. 
Denominational publishing houses which 
serve as agencies for purchase of film 
equipment have extensive lists of 
churches ‘‘in the market” for equipment 
whenever it is available. 





TO CHINA 

R. P. Richardson, member of the 
North Kiangsu Mission in China, who 
has been in this country for two years, 
has sailed for China for work with the 
Church Committee of China Relief. His 
work will be that of superintending the 
distribution of relief over a wide area 
in the West China field. His family will 
remain in this country, in Augusta, Ga., 
for the time being. 
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Study of Sales and Advertising Techniques 
Plarned for Louisville Seminary Students 


In September the first news was given 
of a new project in theological educa- 
tion that is being conducted by Louis- 
ville Seminary. This project has taken 
the form of a period of research in the 
fields of applied psychology, salesman- 
ship and advertising. The research is 
being carried out by W. A. Benfield, Jr., 
new vice-president and former profes- 
sor of Hebrew and Old Testament of the 
seminary. 

Dr. Benfield, along with other mem- 
bers of the seminary faculty, felt that 
there was much in the methods and 
practices of the business world and es- 
pecially of advertising that could be ap- 
plied to the work of the church and 
the ministry, which would make them 
both. more effective agents for the gos- 
pel of Christ. With this idea, Dr. Ben- 
field began a study to find out what 
those methods and practices are. How- 
ever, the purpose of this unique study is 
not that the church may become an ad- 
vertising agency or the minister a high 
pressure salesman. Rather, the _ re- 
search is being conducted with the aim 
of discovering some of the basic prin- 
ciples in human _ relationships which 


have been used so successfully by ad- 
vertisers and salesmen in building their 
programs of work. 


New Department Formed 

After the discovery of some of these 
basic principles, and a careful analysis 
of them, it’ is hoped that they may be 
used as bases upon which courses may 
be offered in the new department of 
practical theology. The work in this de- 
partment will center in two basic pur- 
poses: (1) to help the minister to be 
better prepared by his skills and knowl- 
edge of people to lead them to a com- 
mitment to Christ; and (2) to enahle 
the church program to be better pre- 
pared to guide its people in growth of 
Christian personality and experience. 

The first step has been to read a vast 
amount of material in the fields wherein 
the study is to be made, and to seek 
out ideas and suggestions from men who 
are now actively engaged in the work 
of these fields. Up to the present, con- 
tacts have been established with more 
than one hundred of these men, and per- 
sonal conferences have been held with 
more than fifty. The enthusiastic and 
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unselfish endorsement of the project by 
all has been very encouraging. Among 
those who have contributed ideas and 
suggestions are Dr. Henry L. Lind, well 
known author and vice-president of the 
Psychological Corporation; Dale Carne- 
gie, author and lecturer; Paul West, 
president of the Association of National 
Advertisers; J. L. Kraft, chairman of 
the board, Kraft Cheese; R. F. Lovett, 
manager of personnel research, Procter 
and Gamble Company; W. Howard 
Chase, director of public services, Gen- 
eral Mills; and the editors of The Read- 
er’s Digest. 


Results of Surveys Studied 


As a result of the ideas and sugges- 
tions that have been gathered the fol- 
lowing steps have been _ tentatively 
planned: (1) A series of surveys to be 
conducted with the hope of finding some 
of the points to which special attention 
must be given, These surveys will prob- 
ably be made among two groups: (a) A 
survey of adults to determine attitudes 
and reactions to the present-day church 
program; (b) a survey of college stu- 
dents and young adults to determine 
why there is so often a spiritual vacuum 
at this age. Different types of surveys 
are now being experimented with, and 
they should help to evaluate the preach- 
ing and teaching program of the church, 
as far as opinion of active and non-ac- 








SOCIAL CENTER—Students gather in the social 


azines, or to relax. It is often the scene of Louisville seminary parties, 


room for evening vespers, or to read late issues of mag- 
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The Real America 


The real America is not dead, just preoc- 
cupied with the war. The great moment 
for freedom in America and therefore in 
the world, will come after Victory. 

A postwar awakening to what has been 
happening within the nation will jar the 
citizenry into vigorous action and thwart 
our trend toward the “hell” into which 
other nations fell when their state-ism 
reached the totalitarian level. 

When Freedom’s great opportunity ar- 
rives the clergy of America can be counted 
upon for vigorous, courageous leadership 
on behalf of Christian, American, anti- 
Collectivist, anti-Stateist ideals. 
Fourteen countries were collectivised be- 
tween 1926 and 1939 in the death march 
of nations. In each instance leaders and 
impractical idealists assured the people 
that basic freedoms and spiritual ideals 
would be preserved. None were! None 
ever can be! Where the state is all pow- 
erful, there is no place for God! 

Help prepare for Freedom’s big moment! 
The nation has a right to expect the 
clergy to lead this fight. Associations of 
business men, farmers, professional men, 
responsible labor leaders as well as rank 
and file citizens need leadership at the 
spiritual, non-partisan level. 

Are you interested in receiving the 
monthly bulletins of this ten year old, 
expanding Crusade? Have you had expe- 
riences that will enhearten and help your 
fellow-ministers to be effective in this 
“Fight for freedom”—for constitutional 
government, the democratic process, free 
pulpit, free speech, free enterprise, free 
assembly and free press—the freedoms 
belonging to man, a child of God? Let us 
hear from you! 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION, INC. 
411 West Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, 
California 
Hotel Roosevelt, New York 17, New York 
First Natl. Bank Bldg., 33 So. Clark Street, 
Chicago 3, Illinois 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ROGER W. BABSON, Statistician; DR. 
CHARLES R. BROWN, Dean Emeritus Yale 
Divinity School; Dr. PAUL F. CADMAN, 
Economist; MORSE A. CARTWRIGHT, Di- 
rector American Association for Adult Ed- 
ucation; UPTON CLOSE, Writer and Com- 
mentator; DR. DONALD J. COWLING, 
President of Carleton College; ELY CU 
BBERTSON, President The World Federa- 
tion, Inc.; DR. WILL DURANT, Philoso- 
pher, Author and Lecturer; DR. CARY 
EGGLESTON, Physician and Scientist; DR. 
EDGAR J. GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar 
and Author; HONORABLE ALBERT W 
HAWKES, United States Senator; WILL 
IRWIN, Author; REV. HAROLD M. 
KINGSLEY, Negro Leader; DR. WILLIAM 
MATHER LEWIS, President Lafayette 
College; DR. JOHN A. MACKAY, Presi- 
dent Princeton Theological Seminary; DR. 
ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, President Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology; DR. AL- 
FRED NOYES, Distinguished Poet; DR. 
NORMAN VINCENT PEALE, Minister 
Marble Collegiate Church, New York City; 
CHANNING POLLOCK, Author and Lec- 
turer; DR. ROBERT GORDON SPROUL, 
President University of California; | 
STRAWWN, Attorney; DR. JOHN J. Ti- 
GERT, President University of Florida; 
DR. RAY LYMAN WILBUR, Chancellor Le- 
land Stanford University. 


JAMES W. FIFTELD, JR., D. D., 
Founder and Director 





SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION, INC. 
411 W. Sth Street, Dept. 34, P. O. 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 

I am interested in the program and pur- 
poses of Spiritual Mobilization. Please 
send me information how I may help fur- 
ther this work. I understand there will 

be no financial obligation whatsoever. 
NAME... 
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tive church members can be measured; ure upon the opportunity of sharing in 
to find what people think about the some of the experiences of pastors who 
sermons they hear, and what they think have already confronted the many prob- 
about the program of the church; to lems of an effective ministry and who 
determine their wants and _ needs. are building their preaching and teach- 
Thereby church leaders in given com- ing programs to meet these problems. 
munities can better understand the 
needs of their people and plan their 
program accordingly. 

(2) A positive approach of adapting 
methods and techniques. With the pic- 
tures which the surveys reveal, it is 
hoped that new programs or adaptations 
of existing programs may be formed so 
that the Louisville graduates may be 
more effectively fitted to preach and 
teach the redeeming gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is expected that a study of 
the literature of the fields in which the 
study is conducted, and a study of the 
techniques and methods employed in 
these fields, will uncover some of the 
basic principles in human relationships 
which must be considered in building 
the program of the church. Yet it is 
recognized that the success of the re- 
search, as it relates to this positive ap- 
plication, will depend in a large meas- 


Course at Pastors’ Institute 


The first teaching in this new field of 
practical theology will be done in the 
pastor’s institute which will be held at 
the seminary during the summer. Dr. 
Benfield also plans to offer one course 
in practical theology to undergrad- 
uates next fall. 

While the primary object of this re- 
search is the establishment of new 
courses at the seminary, it is earnestly 
hoped that whatever benefits are reaped 
from this study will be shared with the 
church as a whole through publications, 
pastors’ institutes, and various church 
meetings. In this, as well as other pio- 
neer projects, the seminary seeks to pre- 
pare men “to preach an ancient gospel 
to a modern world.” 


TOM DUNCAN. 





Cecil H. Smith, of the China mission, 
was slightly wounded in France early 
in February. 


Henry Crane, Missing in Action, 
Reported Prisoner in Germany 


Lieut, Henry Crane, son of the Rev. In addition to these casualties, the 


Mr, and Mrs, Charles L. Crane, of the report was made some time ago that 
Congo Presbyterian mission force, re- Lieut. Thomas Bridgman, navigator on 
ported missing in action since Decem- g p-94 Liberator, son of the Rev. Mr. 
ber 18, has been reported safe in a and Mrs. Harold T. Bridgman, mission- 
prisoner hospital in Germany, according arjes to China, had been missing in ac- 
to news received by his wife. Lieut. tion over Hungary since last July. 
Crane was in Belgium at the time of 
the German counter-offensive, serving 
in the infantry. 


Sons of missionaries known or 
thought to have been lost in the service 
include George A. Hudson, Jr., in the 

News of other sons of Southern Pres- marines, killed at Bougainville, Nov. 1, 
byterian missionaries includes the fol- 1943: John McFayden, in the merchant 
lowing: Pfc. Eugene Linton, serving in marine, reported missing when his ship 


the infantry, was reported seriously was torpedoed in the Atlantic, April 3, 
wounded on December 17 in Belgium in 1949. 


connection with the same action. No , J 
further word has been received about Two missionary sons have seen action 
him since the original message. He is on Iwo Jima—Lieut. John Farrior (the 
the son of the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. W. A. S. C. Farriors of China) and Lieut. Wil- 
Linton of the Korea missionary force. Ham Linton, Jr., (the W. A. Lintons 
Ensign Charles Crane, brother of from Keren). 
Henry (mentioned above), was wounded Chaplain Charles W. Worth, formerly 
in action in the South Pacific, and is be- of the China mission, who has been serv- 
iing treated in a Hickory, N. C., hospi- ing in the South Pacific, is expected 
tal for burns received at that time. shortly in this country on furlough. His 
It has been reported that Cecil H. address will be 2005 Colonial Place, 
Smith, Jr., son of the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Winston-Salem, N. C. 





| YES, IT IS TRUE . THERE’S MORE FOOD VALUE PER 
PENNY IN MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER FOOD! 


Vir gin ia Dairy Co. “The Home of Better Milk” 


SG2D W. TERME... 2... 200s Dial 5-2888 








HARRIS - BRENAMAN 


INCORPORATED 
ATHLETIC SUPPLIES SPORTING GOODS 
211 North Seventh Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Dial 38-2241 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN 


The Book and the Faith 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 8 


Psalm 145:10-19; Proverbs 2:1-9; 2 Corinthians 3:1-8; 2 Peter 1:21 


We begin this quarter a study of the 
topic, ‘“‘The Unfolding Drama of Bible 
History.’”’ It is well at the very begin- 
ning that we should consider the books 
and the Book in which God has written 
his will for mankind, and also the re- 
sponse our faith should render to this 
revelation. 


I. God’s Book 


If there is a God—and there are few 
who doubt it—if there is a divine in- 
telligence and an omnipotent will back 
of the universe—and there are few who 
believe otherwise—then it is important 
to learn what we can of God’s nature 
and of his will for our lives. Where 
can we secure such information? 

1. In the Book of Nature, Ps. 145:10. 
The Psalmist has developed this theme 
more fully elsewhere, especially in Ps. 
19: “The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the firmament showeth his 
handiwork.” But he has the same 
thought in mind here. The works of 
creation bear witness to the sovereignty 
of their Creator, by their obedience to 
his laws; to his goodness, by their mani- 
fold beauty and utility; to his great- 
ness, by their immeasurable vastness 
and infinite variety. The evidences of 
God’s wisdom and power are all around 
us—for anyone to read. Scientists who 
delve into the secrets of nature think 
God’s thoughts after him. Unfortunately 
Christian people have not always recog- 
nized this. Mistaken zeal for traditional 
beliefs has led them to oppose scientific 
discoveries which cause them to rethink 
their positions. As a matter of fact 
discovery of natural law in any realm 
enables us to understand how God works 
in the world, and to cooperate with 
him for the extension of his Kingdom. 

2. In the Book of History, Ps. 145: 
10b-13. God has revealed his nature 
and disclosed his will in his works of 
creation, but also and even more clearly 
in “his mighty acts,” i. e., his action 
in history. God has created a world 
which is governed by law, both moral 
and physical. if we break these laws 
through ignorance or inadvertence or 
wilfulness then we bring inevitable suf- 
fering upon ourselves, and all who may 
be affected by our actions. God has 
made man free to obey these laws or to 
disobey them, to work with him or to 
work against him, to build a civilization 
or to wreck it, to bless mankind or to 
blast it. But God himself continues to 
act in human history, to work in and 
over and through men who cooperate 
with him, to make even the wrath of 


men to praise him, to bend all things 
toward that one far-off divine event to- 
ward which the whole creation moves. 
God comes into human history not only 
to condemn but alsa to forgive, not 
only to judge but also to heal. He re- 
veals himself not only in works of crea- 
tion but also in acts of providence. It 
is his saints, i. e., those who are con- 
secrated to his will, who reflect some- 
thing of his character in their own, who 
bless him for his divine providence, be- 
cause they are the ones who discern 
it, and are able to rejoice in it. Wicked- 
hess may seem to triumph, chaos may 
seem to prevail, the future may seem 
uncertain and precarious, but the saints 
know that God’s kingdom is an ever- 
lasting Kingdom and that his domin- 
ion shall endure throughout all genera- 
tions. As we look back we see God’s 
hand moving in the affairs of men and 
as we look forward let us never forget 
that God is with us in the fight, that he 
is back of us, that he goes before itis, 
that he has promised us the final vic- 
tory. 

3. In the Book of Human Experience, 
Ps. 145:14-20. In this section the 
Psalmist leaves God’s mighty acts in 
history, and speaks more intimately ot 
God as he reveals himself to man. The 
God who created the earth, who provi- 
dentially rules the universe blesses 
every individual in it. Read these verses 
again and note how the words “all” or 
“every” are repeated over and over 
again. Alexander Maclaren in his ex- 
position of this passage notes however 
that there are two kinds of pensioners 
—first, “every living thing,’’ and sec- 
ond, ‘‘them that fear him’’ or call upon 
him in truth. God has made his bounty 
available to every living creature. Not 
all recognize this bounty, but all with- 
out exception participate in it. But 
God’s highest blessings are available 
only to those who call upon him in 
truth, i. e., sincerely, in accordance with 
his will; to those who fear or reverence 
his holy name. 

There are also two sets of needs— 
first, material things, such as food (vs. 
15), and, second, spiritual aid, includ- 
ing salvation (vs. 19). The resources 
of the earth are plentiful enough, as 
many scientists point out, for all men to 
have food and clothing and shelter. And 
as we have seen in recent lessons one 
of our great tasks is to make these re- 
sources available so that everyone may 
have security and an opportunity to 
share in the good things of life. But 
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God’s provision for man’s spiritual 
needs. He will uphold those that fall 
(or are falling), he will raise up those 
that are bowed down, he will draw nigh 
to those that call upon him, he will 
save those who cry unto him. He will 
not fulfill all our desires, for some of 
our desires are contrary to his holy pur- 
pose, but he will fulfill the legitimate 
desires of those who fear him, if not 
in this life, then in the life to come. 


All we have willed or hoped or dréamed 
of good shall exist; 
Not its semblance but itself; no 
beauty, nor good, nor power 
Whose voice has gone forth, but each 
survives for the melodist, 
When eternity affirms the conception 
of an hour. 
The high that proved too high; the he- 
roic for earth too hard, 
The passion that left the ground to 
lose itself in the sky, 
Are music sent up to God by the lover 
and the bard; 
Enough that he heard it once; we 
shall hear it by and by. 
—Browning. 


“Jehovah is righteous in all his ways 
and gracious in all his works” (vs. 17). 
It may be hard for us to recognize that 
truth in times of distress, but some day 
we shall know as even now we are fully 
known; some day we shall see that all 
things do work together for good to 
them that love God. 

4, In the Book of Books, i. e., the 
Bible. II Peter 1:28. We recognize 
God’s revelation in nature and in his- 
tory; we experience his grace in our 
own lives; but for the clearest disclo- 
sure of his character and the most au- 
thoritative expression of his will we 
turn to the Bible. We believe that “‘no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man; 
but men spake from God, being moved 
by the Holy Spirit.’”” Notice that men 
spake; God moved. The Bible was 
written by men, but the men who spoke 
and the men who wrote were moved by 
the Spirit. Just how the Spirit moved 
them, or, as we commonly say, inspired 
them, we are not told. Human factors 
and divine factors are both involved, 
and both can be discerned in the final 
product; but no one can define the ex- 
act limits of each. But we believe that 
God spoke to holy men of old and we 
know that through them he speaks to 
us today. As Dr. Douglass has written: 
“It is the shining forth of God’s counsel 
into the heart and mind of man. And 
although God has used the experience 
of humanity as a medium through which 
to transmit his message, the message it- 
self is not human but divine.” God has 
revealed himself in nature, in history 
and in human experience, but it is his 
revelation in the Bible that enables us 
to understand and appreciate these 
other revelations. As we follow this 
quarter’s lessons on “The Unfolding 
Drama of Bible History’ we shall en- 
deavor to see how the Bible holds up 
the mirror to nature and history and 


the psalmist dwells more minutely on human experience, and how under its 
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light it all becomes more luminous. 


II. Man’s Responsibility 


God has revealed himself in nature, 
in history, in human 
above all in the Bible. 
sponsibility? 

1. To Receive, It cannot be put ina 
single phrase. Read Prov. 2:1-5 and 
note writer 


experience, but 
What is our re- 


how the searches for 
phrases to describe man’s responsibility, 


to suggest the persistent effort that we 


must make to receive and understand 
the divine revelation. ‘‘My son, if thou 
wilt receive my words .. .’’ God has 


offered his counsel, but he offers in vain 
unless men are willing to receive it. 
Some do not receive God’s words be- 
cause they are indifferent; they feel 
Others Sefuse God’s 
words because they are unwelcome. Sin- 
ners spurn his offer of grace because 
they are wedded to their sins. Chris- 
tians often fail to receive them because 
they run their 
prejudices. Most of us receive God’s 
words if they do not make too many 
moral demands upon us. 

To “receive” is not enough; we must 


no sense of need. 


contrary to some of 


“lay up” his commandments with us. 
To lay up God’s commandments means, 
I suppose, to lay them up in our mem- 
ory, and to remember to do them. We 
are prone to receive them at the time, 
and then to lay them aside. We make 
so many good resolutions and then fail 
to keep them. “Incline thine ear unto 
wisdom,” continues the sage. So many 
voices call to us—but not all of them, 
by any means, call to wisdom. 
other insistent and 
much strident and they may 
easily drown out the voice of wisdom, 
It means special effort, a turning away 


These 
voices are more 
more 
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from other voices, a turning toward God 
if we are to hear what he has to say. 
On our radios we twist the dial until 
we have found the station in which we 
are interested. We are not likely to 
hear God’s voice unless at some time 
during the day we incline our ear unto 
him. And we must also apply our 
hearts. In the Hebrew psychology the 
heart was not the seat of the emotions, 
but the seat of the intellect. To apply 
our hearts then means to apply our 
minds. A student cannot master his 
course, unless he is willing to toil. It 
takes mental effort to understand God’s 
revelation in nature, in history, in our 
own experience, and also in the Bible. 
But so many are not willing to pay the 
price. 

To ‘‘ery after discernment” and to 
“lift up thy voice for understanding” 
probably mean to pray. There are of 
course others to whom we may go be- 
sides God. A young man should seek 
wisdom from his elders; members of the 
congregation might go more frequently 
than they do to their pastor who has 
received special training and who has 
sources of information which are not 
available to them; all of us should be 
willing to learn from anyone who can 
instruct us; but in addition to all this 
we must pray, humbly seeking the gui- 
dance and instruction of the Holy Spirit. 
Scholarship helps us to understand the 
Bible, but is not 
enough. 


scholarship alone 

Verse 4 is climactic, and includes all 
that has gone before. In ancient days 
wealth was hoarded in the shape of sil- 
ver or gold, and sometimes buried in 
the ground. If one really wishes to 
have the divine wisdom he must seek 
for it as earnestly and as persistently 
as he seeks for the material goods of 
life. 

But though the search requires effort, 
it is a search which is always rewarded. 
Men seek fame and fortune and are of- 
ten disappointed. But if we will re- 
ceive the words of those men who were 
moved by the Holy Spirit, and lay up 
their commandments; if we will incline 
our ear unto wisdom and apply our 
minds in order that we may under- 
stand, if we will seek her as silver and 
search for her as for hid treasure, then 
we shall come to understand what God 
requires of us and we shall know what 
God can mean to us. For Jehovah giv- 
eth wisdom in response to our asking, 
if we ask we shall receive, if we seek 
we shall find, if we knock it shall be 
opened unto us. 

But notice that it also depends upon 
our moral character. ‘He layeth up 
sound wisdom for the upright,’’ His 
words protect and defend those who 
walk in integrity. And the wisdom that 
he gives also has a moral end: ‘‘That 
he may guard the paths of justice and 
preserve the way of his saints, i. e., 
those who are seeking to do his will. 
The man who listens to God (in na- 
ture, in history, in human experience, 
and in the Bible) will come to know 
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righteousness, and justice, and equity 
and every good path, 

2. To Transmit, 2 Cor. 3:1-8. God 
has revealed himself to man; man must 
accept this revelation, but that is not 
enough. He must also reflect or trans- 
mit it to others. This is the chief con- 
tribution of our passage from II Corin- 
thians tp the theme which is before us. 
Paul, it is true, was writing with an- 
other end in view. He was seeking to 
defend himself from unprincipled oppo- 
nents who had sought to discredit him 
among the Corinthians in order that 
they might discredit the gospel which 
he proclaimed. Some of them had 
brought letters of commendation signed 
by well known men. Paul writes that 
he does not need such letters of com- 
mendation. The Corinthian Christians 
are his letters to the world. Christ, 
through him, has written his words 
upon their hearts. Everyone could see 
the transformation which he _ had 
wrought, Paul does not claim any credit 
for himself. Christ has wrought the 
change and it is directed not toward 
man’s glory but toward God’s glory (vs. 
4). Paul’s success in Corinth as Christ’s 
minister is due not to his own gifts, 
but to the fact that God was willing to 
use him and to uphold him in his work 
(vs. 5). 


Paul’s discussion of the ‘“‘New Testa- 
ment”’ refers not to the scriptures, but 
to the new covenant which Jesus opened 
with his death—-what we mean by the 
gospel. The contrast which Paul draws 
between letter and spirit is not a con- 
trast between words and intention, be- 
tween a literal interpretation and a 
spiritual interpretation, but 
Law and Gospel, 
Christ, between laws imposed from 
without and spirit operating freely, 
spontaneously from within. Paul’s op- 
ponents insisted that followers of Christ 
must accept the Mosaic Law in all its 
details. Paul replied that the old sys- 
tem lacked life, and that its glory was 
passing away. The glorious gospel 
which he proclaimed did not bind men 
to rules and regulations, but to Jesus 
as Saviour and Lord and to the Spirit 
who would interpret Christ’s mind for 
the changing conditions of life. 

And what does this mean to us? What 
hearing does it have on our central 
theme. God has revealed himself in 
nature, in history, in human experience 
and in the Bible (above all in the gos- 
pels) but the gospel which is most read 
and best known by all men is the ‘‘gos- 
pel according to us.” We are the “‘liv- 
ing epistles’ of the Christian faith. 
What does the world read in us? Does 
it see in us the mind of the world or 
the mind of Christ? Does it see in us 
the letter which killeth (i, e., insistence 
on rules which have little meaning for 
life, dogmatic interpretations which 
caricature the Christian faith), or the 
spirit, which enables us to meet every 
situation in the spirit of Christ? We 
become living epistles when men see our 
good works and glorify, not us, but our 
Father in heaven. And this is the end 
to which all revelation is directed. “Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but he that doeth the will of 
my Father in heaven’ (Mt. 7:21). 
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Louisville Increases 


Service of Library 


—_——~__ 


Ernest White Is New Librarian 


The Lucy Stites Barrett Library of 
the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary is 
now undergoing great alteration. To 
supervise this work, the executive com- 
mittee of the seminary has appointed 
Ernest Miller White, librarian. Mr. 
White comes from Union Seminary, a 
sister institution at Richmond, Virginia, 
where he served as assistant librarian 
for three and a half years. In prepara- 
tion for library work, Mr. White at- 
tended Wooster College and Vanderbilt 
University, from the latter of which he 
received his A. B. degree, afterward 
receiving his B. §. degree in library 
science from George Peabody College. 
While serving Union Seminary he com- 
pleted one-third of his work toward a 
degree in theology. 


Since January, with the assistance of 
Miss Louise Conn, assistant librarian, 
Mr. ‘White has been making prepara- 
tions for future general alterations of 
the library, the stack-room in particu- 
lar. He has a staff of four persons, 
including a secretary, which is progress- 
ing rapidly in discarding valueless books 
and magazines, in collating old books 
and bound magazines, in cleaning the 
volumes and shelves for more conve- 
nient use, and in utilizing a third-floor 
room for the back issues of all the 
magazines. 
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Center of An Institution 


Since the archives of ancient Athens, 
Alexandria, and Rome, the library of 
any institution has been the fulcrum of 
its influence. The more up-to-date a 
library is, the more profit and conve- 
nience it offers to those students and 
professors who are availing themselves 
of a more intimate understanding of the 
present situations of the needy fields of 
Christian service as well as of the vari- 
ous phases of religion and philosophy 
since time immemorial. In order to 
maintain a growing library at the 
seminary, not only are appropriate con- 
temporary books being added and maga- 
zine subscriptions being doubled, but 
the volume-capacity of the stack-room 
is being greatly expanded. Plans are 
already made for re-classification of the 
library on the Pettee classification sys- 
tem for theological libraries, which in 
turn will necessitate a re-cataloging of 
the entire collection. Every book will 
then be accounted for so that with the 
greatest possible facility any specific 
book can be located. 


Occasionally students and professors 
will need to use the stack-room for long 
periods of time during the day. To ac- 
commodate them, study carrels will af- 
ford immediate access to the book 
needed from the stacks. <A second floor 
of stacks will be added to allow room 
for the expanding library, modern light- 
ing equipment is to be installed, and 
metal stacks—as soon as metal is again 
available—will be substituted for those 
now constructed of wood. Also included 
in the plans is provision for a work- 


OUTLOOK 15 


room in which the staff will carry on 
routine duties and sundry jobs. Already 
minor alterations have been made. 


Wider Service Planned 


Furthermore, the library will be of 
service to the Christian ministry in ad- 
dition to that already rendered to the 
students and professors. Active pastors 
and alumni in and around Louisville, 
and of the constituency served by the 
seminary, of any denomination, can now 
avail themselves of the library’s books 
through an extension loan service made 
possible by an increase in the staff. 

The service of the Lucy Stites Barrett 
Library of the Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary will be one meriting addi- 
tional pride in the institution and will 
increase the value of the library to fur- 
ther study in preparing for a better and 
more efficient preaching of the gospel 
of the Master, 

ELBERT A. SMITH. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Wade H. Allison from Flemington, 
Ga., to the Immanuel Church, Wilming- 
ton, N. C., effective April 8, when his 
address will be 1115 South Fifth Street. 
S. N. Harris from Jennings, La., to 
the Morrilton, Ark., church. 

G. W. Irby from Laurens, S. C., 
the Eastside church, East Gadsden, Ala., 
Box 26. 

Walter A. Bennett from El Campo, 
Texas, to become city missionary in Ok- 
lahoma City. 

B. F. Moore, Jr., from Lumberton, N. 
C., to the pastorate of the Oxford, N. 
C., church. 

Wesley Prince from Beaumont, Texas, 
to the pastorate of the Muskegon, Mich.. 
Christian Reformed church. 

Harold W. Tillman from Port Arthur, 
Texas, to Memorial Church, San Augus- 
tine, Texas. 

T. Wilbur Lawton from the Reformed 
Episcopal Church, is the new assistant 
pastor of the First Church, Tyler, Texas 

E. ©. Clyde from Effingham, S. C., toa 
Union church, Belfast, Tenn. 

Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Robert Ray from Timber’ Ridge 
church, Lexington, Va., to Oak Hill, W. 
Va. 

Andrew E, Newcomer, Jr., from Mor- 
rilton, Ark., the Aisquith 
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terian Church (USA), Baltimore, Md. 

Albert G. Edwards, Orange, Va., is 
leaving his pastorate to enter the navy 
as an en’isted man. A Scotsman and 
an unnaturalized citizen of this coun- 
try, after a period of several months’ 
service he will become eligible for his 
citizenship papers at which time he will 
be able to apply for service in the chap- 
lainey. 


CALL 


Edward J. Agsten, Ronceverte, W. 
Va., has been called to the pastorate of 
the West Raleigh Church, Raleigh, N. 
é: 


CHAPLAINS 


Arthur G. Courtenay from Venice, 
Fla., to ATC, APO 947, care P. M., Min- 
neapolis. 

William B. Hood from care P. M., 
New York, to AAF Hdq., ATSC, Wright 

Robert McF. Crowe from Palmdale, 
Calif., to AASB, Municipal Airport, 412 
Fighter Group, Bakersfield, Calif. 

E. R. Enlow, Jr., from Seattle to APO 
957, care P. M., San Francisco. 

Jack T. Goodykoontz from Columbus, 
Miss., to Overseas Replacement Depot, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Herbert L. Love, Jr., from Camp 
Campbell, Ky., to APO 444, care P. M., 
New York. 

Henry P. Mobley, Jr., from Amarillo, 
Texas, to 411 AAF, Base Unit, Berkeley 
4, Calif. 

s. @, 
Texas, to 
Rucker, Ala. 

Richard R. Potter 
1079th AAF, Base 
Camp Davis, N. C. 

Henry L. Reaves from Camp Barke- 
ley, Texas, to 231st° Hospital Ship Com- 
plement, Charleston P. E., S. C. 

James L, Spencer from Camp Beale, 
Calif., to APO 565, care P. M., San 
Francisco, 

Carroll R. Sunday from Camp Hood, 
Texas, to APO 339, care P. M., New 
York. 

Thomas H. Talbot from Camp Hood, 
Texas, to ASF Personnel Replacement 
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LEWIS J. SHERRILL and 
HELEN H. SHERRILL 
Becoming a Christian 
A manual for communicant classes in 
four parts for the class, home reading, 


pastor and parents. 
31.00 
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Sprunt Lectures, 1945 


Watch for further announcements of 
title and price. These lectures by Dr. 
Sherrill on Guilt and Redemption were 
most favorably received at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Richmond, 
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WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, Jr. 
Coming to Terms with Life 


“Fifteen sermons, brief, meaty, and 
coming to grips with real life situa- 
tions.’’—The Christian Century. 

$1.50 
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ARMAND L. CURRIE 
The Man Who Owned the Stable 


The story of Bethlehem lives again in 
this gently told, reverently imagined 
Christmas story, told by the man who 
owned the stable. 

50c. 
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HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN 
The Gospel in Action 


This book meets the demand from all 
sections of the country and rural areas 
in particular to make Christian educa- 
tion more simple and to give practical 
illustrations of how to strengthen and 
extend the Sunday-school movement, 
writes Dr. Mark Dawber. 

$1.00 
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